
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           FEBRUARY 19, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - SEVENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 261 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you are my companion in all things, something I 
experience as stability in the sense of being held by and in a 
Presence, and at other times as additions and modifications 
made to my awareness and perception.  I believe your 
companionship is constant; my experience is that my 
participation in it fluctuates because I have difficulty trusting 
these two ways you are with me.  I think being held means 
there is stability and no change, and that change means there 
is no stability.  I need to have these two ways you companion 
me come together in my understanding so I can feel rooted in 
your presence, and at the same time be open to the ways you 
change my thinking, feeling, understanding and seeing.  I need 
to be able to live in the paradox that you hold me and change 
me at the same time, to rest in the truth that in anything that 
comes to me you will enlighten me as to the best and most 
fruitful way to be, for myself and others. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 5:38-48 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 342 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 338 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for February 26, 2017 
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 
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Ordinary Time – 7th Sunday after Epiphany (Matthew 5:38-48) 
 When life comes at us in stressful and even hostile ways, the 
issue we all face is how to respond, and particularly, how to 
respond in ways that draw upon our tradition. Christianity asserts 
that God is our constant companion, and one of the ways that 
companionship is experienced is as insights that appear in our 
awareness, expanding our perception and deepening our 
understanding of any situation in which we find ourselves. These 
insights assist us in acting in ways that bring about the most justice 
[equitable and fair treatment] feasible in the situation we are 
facing. In Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, which is where today’s 
reading is found, Jesus talks about having “poverty of spirit,” an 
idea or concept which we have described as the capacity to be 
receptive to insights and perceptions, especially ones that are not 
customary for us and expected by us. Poverty of spirit is a frame of 
mind where we realize the limitations of the understandings and 
guidelines we inherited, and because of that are allowed to look for 
what is below the surface in any and every situation, to think 
outside the box in which we were raised, and to think and act in 
ways that honor our own humanity and also do justice in any 
situation. 

So if we find ourselves in a situation with an “evildoer,” 
someone who intends to hurt us [“hurtful” is the meaning of the 
Greek word translated as “evildoer”], the counsel is not to do to 
them as they intend to do to us [an eye for an eye], but rather the 
counsel is to not “resist” them [to stand against or oppose]; i.e. to 
not take on their frame of mind and seek to hurt them or get back 
at them. Rather, we would seek to hold to the focus of honoring 
our own humanity and seeking the most equitable and fair 
outcome in any situation. We would seek to not allow their 
intention to define our action in the situation. 
 There is a similar kind of creative engaging that occurs in the 
other items mentioned in these verses. The counsel is to turn the 
other cheek if someone should strike you on the right cheek—to 
“turn the other cheek” is an act of seizing the initiative and refusing 
to be bound by the other person’s intention. In Roman society, a 
person could strike you once, but if they struck you twice it went 

against legal and moral codes in effect at that time; it placed the 
other person in the position of breaking the law. So, there is a 
turning of the tables involved in the counsel to “turn the other 
cheek.” There is a refusal to be bound by the intention of one’s 
opponent, a keeping of one’s initiative regarding the outcome. The 
same thing can be said about giving your cloak in addition to your 
coat, and going the second mile. These also went against legal and 
moral codes in effect at the time. If the other person were to ask for 
our other coat or a second mile, or if they accepted our offer of 
these, they would be breaking the law. Here again there is a turning 
of the tables, expressed as a refusal to be bound by the intention of 
the other person. When it says we are to give to everyone who begs 
from us, it does not say to give what they ask for, but to give 
something that might promote more justice in that situation. When 
it says to not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from us, the word 
“refuse” means “to twist, i.e. turn around or reverse;” in other 
words do not ignore them, but rather engage them in a way that 
does justice in the situation. Christ is encouraging us to seek 
responses that appreciate the humanity of the situation we are in, 
that honor our own humanity and that work towards equitable and 
fair treatment for everyone involved. 
 In the second part of the text the word “love” appears. Every 
time it does so it is the same Greek word, AGAPAO, which means 
“to love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of principle, duty or 
propriety.” The word indicates a way of relating to someone [an 
enemy or adversary, or someone we hate] based not on how we 
feel, but because it is the right thing to do. We are not asked to like 
the other person, but to act toward them justly, whether we feel 
like it or not. To do so makes us one of God’s kin. The 
encouragement is to “be perfect as God is perfect.” The word 
translated into English as “perfect” is a Greek word meaning 
“complete,” which comes from a root “the point aimed at as a 
limit.” In English, the word “complete” has the connotation of 
something that is already finished and is therefore static. In Greek, 
the word is more dynamic, meaning something is moving toward 
what it will become, “the point aimed at as a limit,” and perfection 
describes the movement toward that limit. To be perfect means 



that we remain open to loving others in the way of “agapao,” that 
we are always working to honor our own humanity, and seek the 
most equitable and fair treatment of others, or the most just 
outcome in any situation. 

[Jim Robie, 2-17-17, Cycle A., Matthew 5:38-48] 
 


